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Students  Show  Impressive  Skills  in  Reading 


August  2, 1995 


Results  of  the  June’95  diploma  exams 
show  that  a high  percentage  of  grade  12 
students  are  achieving  excellence  in 
reading  (a  mark  of  80%  or  higher).  This  is 
evident  in  student  work  on  the  reading 
section  of  the  English  30  exam. 

“We  set  tough  standards  for  students  in  the 
interpretation  and  analysis  of  what  they 
read,”  said  Education  Minister  Halvar 
Jonson.  “In  a time  when  many  people  worry 
about  the  Impact  of  television  on  reading 
skills,  I am  pleased  that  our  graduates  are 
reading  and  understanding  difficult 
materials.” 

In  English  33  as  well,  a significant 
percentage  of  students  achieved  excellence 
(a  mark  of  80%  or  higher)  on  the  reading 
section  of  the  exam. 

Markers  of  the  written  parts  of  the  exams  in 
English  30,  English  33,  and  Social  Studies 
30  noted  that  the  students’  writing  is 
thoughtful,  and  that  they  are  able  to 
express  well-developed  ideas  clearly  and 


accurately.  As  in  previous  years,  individual 
students  produced  compelling  written  work 
on  these  exams. 

A high  percentage  of  students  are  meeting 
high  standards  in  mathematics  and  the 
sciences  as  well.  All  the  exams  In  these 
areas  Include  written-response  questions, 
and  many  students  are  doing  an  excellent 
job  of  answering  these  questions. 

The  June  and  January  science  exams  were 
based  on  revised  science  courses  that 
place  an  increased  emphasis  on  integrating 
concepts  of  science  and  technology  with 
everyday  life.  Teachers  who  marked  the 
science  papers  noted  that  students  are 
gleaning  their  Information  from  a wide 
variety  of  sources  and  coming  up  with  novel 
solutions  to  questions  posed  to  them. 

‘We  are  asking  students  to  apply  what  they 
know  to  real  life  situations.  This  is  a 
significant  change  for  students  in  the 
sciences.  I want  to  congratulate  them  for 
their  hard  work  and  success  In  this  area,” 
said  Jonson. 


Final  course  marks  this  June  in  comparison 
with  June  1994  show  that  the  percentage  of 
students  achieving  excellence  increased  in 
five  out  of  eight  subjects:  English  30, 

English  33,  Social  Studies  30,  Mathematics 
30,  Biology  30.  There  was  no  change  in 
the  percentage  achieving  excellence  In 
Physics  30  and  only  a slight  decline  in 
Chemistry  30.  There  was  a larger  decline 
In  the  percentage  achieving  excellence  In 
Franpais  30.  However,  because  so  few 
students  write  the  exam,  this  change  may 
not  be  significant. 

‘These  are  good  results  and  show  us  that 
many  students  are  graduating  with 
excellent  knowledge  In  key  subject  areas.  I 
congratulate  students  for  their  hard  work 
this  year,  and  urge  teachers  and 
administrators  to  build  on  these  results  so 
students  do  even  better  next  year,”  said 
Jonson. 

Individual  results  were  mailed  to  students 
on  Monday,  July  24th.  School  and 
jurisdiction  reports  on  students’  results  will 
be  mailed  In  early  September. 

A diploma  exam  mark  is  worth  50%  of  a 
student’s  final  mark.  For  schools  and 
jurisdictions,  diploma  exams  help  monitor 
students’  performance  in  comparison  to 
provincial  standards.  The  detailed  school 
reports  support  teachers  In  planning 
Instruction.  Alberta  Education  uses  the 
results  to  monitor  student  achievement  in 
the  province. 


The  attachment  shows  the  percentage 
distribution  of  marks  for  all  of  the  diploma 
exams  written  by  Alberta  students  In  June 
1995. 
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Percentage  Distribution  of  Marks  in  Diploma  Examination  Courses 


Diploma 

Examination 

Course 

June  1995* 

June  1994 
Final 

Course  Mark 

School- 

Awarded 

Mark 

Diploma 

Examination 

Mark 

Final 

Course  Mark 

ENGLISH  30 

N^13  558 

N=14  526 

A (80-100%) 

19.8 

13.6 

143 

11.5 

B (65-79%) 

42.1 

35.9 

41,5 

39.5 

C (50-64%) 

31.2 

37.2 

39,1 

43.2 

F(0-49%) 

6.9 

13.3 

5.1 

5.8 

Mean 

67.6 

64.5 

66.4^ 

65.2 

Standard  Deviation 

12.8 

13.3 

11,8 

11.4 

ENGLISH  33 

||||i;||||||| 

N=  6161 

A (80-100%) 

5.3 

5.5 

2.8 

B (65-79%) 

33.0 

36.0 

34,6 

33.1 

C (50-64%) 

46.6 

42.3 

52.9 

55.2 

F (0-49%) 

15.1 

16.2 

9,0 

8.9 

Mean 

60.1 

61.4 

61,3 

60.9 

Standard  Deviation 

12.2 

11.8 

10,1 

9.8 

FRAN^AIS30 

III 

iiiiii 

i:i:| 

N=  75 

A (80-100%) 

15.0 

6.3 

7.5 

16.0 

B (65-79%) 

54.9 

40.0 

48.7 

50.6 

C (50-64%) 

28.8 

46.2 

42.5 

30.7 

F (0-49%) 

1.3 

7.5 

1.3 

2.7 

Mean 

69.5 

62.7 

66,4 

68.5 

Standard  Deviation 

10.2 

10.6 

9,6 

11.6 

SOCIAL  STUDIES  30 

N=12  325 

A (80-100%) 

22.8 

15.5 

16.8 

B (65-79%) 

38.8 

32.9 

36.7 

37.7 

C (50-64%) 

32.8 

34.1 

39.2 

38.7 

F (0-49%) 

5.6 

17.5 

6.7 

6.8 

Mean 

68.4 

63.8 

66,4 

66.3 

Standard  Deviation 

12.7 

14.5 

12,7 

12.6 

* The  figures  may  change  slightly  as  a result  of  appeals  of  school-awarded  marks,  rereads  of  diploma 
examinations,  or  special  cases  considerations. 
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Students 

FirstI 


Percentage  Distribution  of  Marks  in  Diploma  Examination  Courses 


Student  Evaluation 


June  1995* 


Diploma 

Examination 

Course 

School- 

Awarded 

Mark 

Diploma 

Examination 

Mark 

Final 

Course  Mark 

June  1994 
Final 

Course  Mark 

MATHEMATICS  30 

N=  9 831 

N=10  533 

A (80-100%) 

24.5 

17.4 

19.2 

17.1 

B (65-79%) 

33.3 

22.1 

28.7 

30.2 

C (50-64%) 

31.5 

30.6 

36.3 

38.2 

F (0-49%) 

10.7 

29.9 

15.9 

14.5 

Mean 

67.4 

60.0 

64.0 

63.9 

Standard  Deviation 

15.1 

18.4 

15.9 

15.1 

BIOLOGY  30 

N=  9 513 

A (80-100%) 

27.9 

27.6 

22.2 

B (65-79%) 

35.2 

28.3 

32.5 

31.9 

C (50-64%) 

29.7 

23.6 

31.0 

34.0 

F (0-49%) 

7.2 

20.5 

10.1 

11.9 

Mean 

69.2 

66.1 

68.0 

66.2 

Standard  Deviation 

13.8 

17.8 

15.0 

14.9 

CHEMISTRY  30 

N=  7 701 

A (80-100%) 

27.8 

18.4 

||||i|ii||:|||| 

23.9 

B (65-79%) 

35.6 

33.6 

37.0 

32.9 

C (50-64%) 

27.6 

29.6 

31.7 

30.7 

F (0-49%) 

9.0 

18.4 

9.9 

12.5 

Mean 

69.0 

64.4 

67.0 

66.8 

Standard  Deviation 

14.6 

15.6 

14.3 

15.5 

PHYSICS  30 

lllllillB 

N=  4499 

A (80-100%) 

34.9 

32.7 

32.1 

B (65-79%) 

37.7 

30.3 

36.2 

33.2 

C (50-64%) 

21.6  . 

23.3 

25.5 

26.5 

F (0-49%) 

5.8 

13.7 

6.3 

8.2 

Mean 

72.1 

69.3 

70.4 

Standard  Deviation 

13.8 

16.9 

14.4 

15.3 

* The  figures  may  change  slightly  as  a result  of  appeals  of  school-awarded  marks,  rereads  of  diploma 
examinations,  or  special  cases  considerations. 
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Diploma  Examination  Courses 
Final  Course  Marks 

June  1995  and  June  1994 


Percentage  of  Students  Achieving  Acceptable  Standard  1995 1994 

(Final  Course  Marks  of  50%  to  100%) 


Percentage  of  Students  Achieving  Standard  of  Excellence 
(Final  Course  Marks  of  80%  to  100%) 
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